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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION




AGRICULTURAL WAGES

(2014-15)

Agricultural wages constitute a major item in the cost of production of crops,t
M)
is essential to have an idea of the actual variation in this item, in-order to assess the

trend of cost of agricultural production.

OBJECTIVE

The objective of the scheme is “to estimate the average rates of daily wages
paid to different categories of agricultural labourers and build up the indices and
measure changes in their wage rates at monthly intervals”.
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PLAN OF WORK AND METHODOLOGY

Field Staff:

Agricultural wages are collected in a}l the villages in the districts wherein
f e
Coconut & Arecanut Survey is undertaken. In tLFee blocks viz., kollihills in Namakkal
district, Kothagiri and Uthagamandalam in The Nilgiris district where Coconut and
Yol A
Arecanut survey is not undertaken, a villag%feactlis selected at random from the TRS
village list and details of agricultural wages are collected. The Block Statistical

Inspectors visit the selected villages and collect the common rates of wages paid {c

different categories of agricultural labour in the prescribed proforma (Form enclosed).



The details are collected from the following persons in the selected
villages.

(a) 1 Permanent farmer
(b) 2 permanent agricultural labourers
(¢) 1 Non-permanent farmer

(d) 3 Non-permanent agricultural labourers

COLLECTION OF DATA
The Block Statistical Inspectors collect the data during the 4" Friday of

M ‘
each month and send them to the respective A&g@% Director Statistics of the

district concerned, who msubmits them to the Headquarters
during the first week of the succeeding month///-

CONSOLIDATION AND COMPUTATION OF INDEX

The data received in the monthly returns from the districts are

consolidated and the average daily wage rates for the State and Index Numbers are
compiled taking 1993-94 as base year and furnished to the Economic Adviser,
Directorate of Economics and Statistics, New Delhi

Average rates of daily wages paid to Agricultural Labourers and Index
Numbers are also incorporated in the monthly review report of “Economic Situation”
in Tamil Nadu and the district wise average rate of daily wages and Index numbers of

each month are worked out and published in the "Annual Season and Crop Report”

published by the Department.



Classification of Agricultural Labourers:

Statistics regarding daily wages paid to different Agricultural Labourers
are beirg coliected every month from 385 villages, at one Village per Block. The
Agricuitural Labourers are classified into two groups, viz.,

1. Field Labourers and

2. Other Agricultural Labourers

Field Labourers comprise of ploughmen, Sowers, Pluckers,
Transplanters, Weeders, reapers and harvesters. Other Agricuitural Labourers
denote those who are engaged in watering of fields, carrying loads, digging wells and

other Agriculturai related works.

Index Number of Agricultural Wages

Index numbers of agriculturai wages are very essential for assessing
the trend in cost of cultivation. The index Numbers for wages of different categories
of Labouﬁé{ are being worked out on the basis of the wages prevailing in the selected
villages in the state with the base year 1993-94. District-wise details of average rates
of daily wages paid to certain categories of agricultural labourers for 2014-15 are
given in Table 1.1. Index Number of wages paid to certain categories of agricultural
labourers in Tamil Nadu for the year 2014-15 is furnished in Table 1.3.

|
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CHAPTER I
COMPARATIVE

STATEMENTS



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF INDEX NUMBER

Base Year 1993 — 94

Average Agricultural Wage Rates for the year 2014-15:

Average agricultural wage rates for the combined categories for an
annual year 2014-15 was analyzed; Transplanters and \N/eeders as Rs.
Z.ol.’llll—, Sowers and Pluckers of Seedling as Rs. (a8.28/- Reapers and
Harvesters as Rs. 209 38/-, & Other Agricultural Labour as Rs. 226.5’0/-' and

for the Ploughmen category (only men) as Rs. 326 3k/- e

GENERAL INDEX

The Composite Index Number of Agricultural Wages in Tamil
Nadu for the year 2014-15 stood at 1125 points, recording an increase of

‘,\

-
[

|22 points, when compared with the Index Number of the previous year

2013-14.

GENDER INDEX

During the year 2014-15 Index Number of Agricuttural Wages for
men stood at 1260 points showing an increase of 158 points and that of
women stood at g61 p/oints, recording an increase of 5 points, when

compared with the corresponding Index of previous year 2013-14.

ACTIVITY INDEX

When compared with the respective Index of previous year
2013 -14 with the index number of agricultural wages of all categories of

workers during the year 2014 -15 have fluctuated from 32 points to 359
points. :

o~
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COMPARATIVE ANALZQ(YSIS USING SECONDARY SOURCE OF DATA

A comparative analysis made for the Average daily wage rates with the Average daily
wage rates for a Quarterly (October 2012 to December 2012) report for Agricultural occupations
conducted by NSSO in schedule 3.01(R). From a published source of Directorate of Econonics &
Statistics, M/O Agriculture, in “Agricultural Situation in India” and “Agricultural Wages in India™.
Data on daily wage rates of important agricultural operations were reported by the State

Governments on monthly basis, as per a scheme drawn up in 1950 by the DES. M/o Agriculture.

For comparison unique method of NSSO data collection method with the avaitable data
was applied instead of comparing with the usual method of daily wage rate sampling system

reports.

e

Calculation of Average Quarterly (Oct '14 — Nov *14) Wage Rate for Agricultural Labours:

| —
CATEGORY OF 1 STATE |
ACRICULTURAL | GENDER OCTOBER NOVEMBER | DECEMBER | QUARTERLY ANNUAL
LABOUR 2014 2014 2014 AVERAGE AVERAGE
2014-15
Ploughmen Men 391.90 375.96 378.01 381.96 ' 39().7‘?/
Men 277.28 278.15 27548 276.97 283 "()//—1
Sowers & ) ' ' ' w0 :
Pluckers o
Women 125.72 129.51 125.81 127.01 : 126 8}
Transplanters & Men 272.49 281.88 27423 276.20 262.03/.
Weeders |
Women 125.67 130.82 130.68 129.06 J 130.25 \
: |
Reapers & Men 270.61 271.71 285.85 276.06 297.26
Harvesters T
Women 136.37 136.22 134.08 135.56 143,79
. I\_ :‘ 4
o AN 25



Comparative statement of Average Quarterly Wage Rate of agricultural wage conducted by
Agricultural Division (Oct — Nov ‘14) and NSSO in schedule 3.01(R), Data Processing
Division (Oct — Nov ¢12) for Agricultural Labours in Tamil Nadu:

OCT-NOV
CATEGORY OF GENDER (QUARTERLY DATA) VARIATION
AGRICULTURAL LABOUR — (in %) j
2012 214 ;
Ploughmen Men 274.46 381.96 39.17
Men 203.73 276.22 3558
Sowers & Pluckers !
Women 162.38 126.41 -22.15 |
Men 170.005 275.22 61.89 |
Transplanters & Weeders - -
Women 127.29 129.87 2.03
Men 200.76 280.95 39.94
Reapers & Harvesters
Women 146.07 134.82 -7.70

Result: The above table of comparative analysis of quarterly average wage rates }[ 2012 and 2014

shows a fluctuation of the agricultural labours in Tamil Nadu from 2.03 % to 61.89 % and shows a

decline in Sowers and Pluckers and reapers and Transplanters of women’s category as 22.135 %o
-~

and 7.70,;/0 respectively.

Inference: The negative percentage of variations may be due to the implementation of machines

on farmyard utilized as a substitute of man power.

18
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